Burricane Ginger September 3 - October 5

Gingnr'uiil chiefly be noted for its longevity, circuitous
track, and as the lone hurricane to provide Project Sturmfurf with a
seeding target during the 1971 season. |

It was tracked for thirty-one days, during twenty of which it
was a hurricane. The thirty-one day total life exceeds that of Faith
(1966), twenty-six days, .and Carrie (1957) which was a hurriaan: for
eighteen days. Inga (1969) persisted as a named system for 25 days.

The depression formed on September 5, when an upper level low
warmed and extended downward to the surface. It drifted for four days,
slowly becoming better organized before reaching storm intensity omn
September 10. Ginger initially moved eastward but, after acquiring
hurricane intensity on September 11, accelerated northeastward.

lfter maintaining a northeastward track until September 13,
{t turned eastward as it deepened to 939 mb and acquired estimated
sustained ﬁinds of 90 kt. At this juncture further :agtward movement
was hln:keq_hyla building ridge of high pressure to the north and
-nutﬂji;har= followed a slow looping drift westward while the lowest
pre;;ﬁre in the hurric;ne rose to 993 mb., On September 21, Ginger
began a determined mﬂveﬁant tqﬂir& the west at 10 kt briefly
threatening Bermuda, but finally passed about lﬂﬂ.n.mi. south of that
{sland on September 23. On September 24, it again hasitﬁted and began
a slow drift toward the southwest which continued for three days during
which the central pressure again fell to a low of 975 mb. On September

.27, Ginger turned toward the northwest and gradually set a steady course
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toward the North Carolina coast, naviﬁa_inlnnﬂ near Morehead City,
North Carolina om the evening of September 30. Maximum sustained
winds were 65 kt and minimum pressure was 993 mb as it reached the
coast. After meandering inland to the north and east, {t emerged
back over the Atlantic as a depression on the morning of October 3,
and was finally absorbed on a cold front.
Ginger, for reafnnn aot entirely understood, remained in
a remarkably steady state near the threshold of hurricane strength
during most of its 1ife span over the sub-tropics, and reconnaissance
crews noted a singular lack of penetrative convection most of the
time. The hurricane paintained an unusually large atypical eye
formation, sometimes eighty miles in diameter. Table 5 is a summary
of meteorological data associated with Ginger in the U.S.
As the hurricane passed 100 n-Mi; south of Bermuda, gale
force winds raked the island for seventeen hours. At the Kindley
Waval air station maximum sustained winds were 30 kt wigh gusts to
65 kt. Tides on Pamlico Sound were 4—7 feet above normal. At
HhshingFun,{&ucnra, New Bern, and Fherry Point, NWorth Carolina,
ti&:sfﬁara 6 ft sbove normal. a
| Rains of 10-13 inches were reported in geveral east—central
North Carolina counties, where there wa; gevere damage to CTops.
Total damage in North Carolina is estimated at $10 million.

There was no appreciable damage in Virginia.

No fatalities were ascribed to hurricane Ginger.
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